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Study selection for: How effective are radiological imaging techniques in the 
diagnosis of spinal metastases, direct malignant infiltration of the spine or as-
sociated spinal cord compression? 

Figure 1: Study selection flow chart 

Titles and abstracts 
identified, N=8171 

Full copies retrieved 
and assessed for eli-

gibility, n=247 

Excluded, n=7924 
(not relevant population, 

design, intervention, com-
parison, outcomes, unable 

to retrieve) 

Publications included 
in review, n=20 

Publications excluded 
from review, n=227 
(refer to excluded 

studies list) 
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